
Parts of Speech Review 
(All answers are located at the end of the packet.) 

Nouns 

A noun is a word used to name a person, animal, place, thing, and abstract idea. 

Types Of Nouns 

There are many different types of nouns. As you know, you capitalize some nouns, such as 
"Canada" or "Louise," and do not capitalize others, such as "badger" or "tree" (unless they 
appear at the beginning of a sentence). In fact, grammarians have developed a whole series of 
noun types, including the proper noun, the common noun, the concrete noun, the abstract noun, 
the countable noun (also called the count noun), the non-countable noun (also called the mass 
noun), and the collective noun. You should note that a noun will belong to more than one type: it 
will be proper or common, abstract or concrete, and countable or non-countable or collective. 

You always write a proper noun with a capital letter, since the noun represents the name of a 
specific person, place, or thing. 

A common noun is a noun referring to a person, place, or thing in a general sense. 

A concrete noun is a noun which names anything (or anyone) that you can perceive through 
your physical senses: touch, sight, taste, hearing, or smell. 

An abstract noun is a noun which names anything which you can not perceive through your five 
physical senses, and is the opposite of a concrete noun, such as, liberty, love or justice. 

A countable noun (or count noun) is a noun with both a singular and a plural form, and it 
names anything (or anyone) that you can count. 

A non-countable noun (or mass noun) is a noun which does not have a plural form, and which 
refers to something that you could (or would) not usually count, such as, oxygen, furniture or 
gravel. 

A collective noun is a noun naming a group of things, animals, or persons, such as, flock, jury, 
committee or class. 

 

Page 1 of 16 



Nouns A 

Circle all the nouns in the following sentences. 
1. The announcer said that the bus for Minneapolis would leave in thirty minutes. 

2. Dr. Cooper was in college with my father. 

3. John wanted to change the ribbon on his typewriter, but the ribbon would not cooperate. 

4. There was a scream of skidding tires and then a metallic thud, followed by the sound of 

splintered glass. 

5. Bob and his brother crossed the continent in their old car last summer. 

6. Bob drove through the desert at night and slept in the daytime. 

7. Helen is president of the class, and her sister is secretary. 

8. Brad wrote a paper about Willa Cather and her life in Pittsburgh. 

9. Half of the people in the world can neither read nor write. 

10. There is a fine exhibition of paintings by Thomas Hart Benton at the Cleveland Public 

Library. 

Nouns B 

Decide which of the following words are common nouns and which are proper nouns. Begin 

each proper noun with a capital letter. 

1. german, science, language, english 

2. lake, lake erie, mountain, mount everest 

3. park, joshua national monument, gulf, cape cod 

4. village, fairfield township, country, saint paul 

5. labor, labor day, good Friday, birthday 

6. secretary, governor brown, president johnson, mayor john lindsay 

7. uncle, uncle harry, sister, father 

8. brooklyn bridge, bridge, rittenhouse square, boston common 
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